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11.  (C)  MFA  Deputy  Secretary  Chua  Siew  San  told  the  CDA  that 
Singapore  will  continue  to  support  strongly  the  U.S.  approach 
in  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan.  Chua  said  she  personally 
expects  that  Singapore  will  be  able  to  make  a clear,  public 
statement  of  support  for  the  President's  announcement  in  his 
West  Point  speech.  The  CDA  met  with  Chua  on  December  2 (she 
was  not  available  earlier)  to  deliver  the  points  in  reftels 
and  to  urge  that  Singapore  support  the  way  forward  on 
Afghanistan  and  Pakistan  outlined  by  the  President.  The  CDA 
expressed  appreciation  for  Singapore's  ongoing  participation 
in  Afghanistan  and  confidence  that  Singapore  will  remain  a 
committed  ISAF  partner  in  implementing  the  new  way  forward. 

12.  (C)  Chua  welcomed  the  U.S.  message  and  reaffirmed 
Singapore's  strong  interest  in  a successful  outcome  in  this 
very  important  mission.  (Note:  In  a public  show  of  support 
in  early  November,  Singapore  Deputy  Prime  Minister  and 
Minister  for  Defence  Teo  Chee  Hean  visited  the  Singaporean 
troops  in  Afghanistan.  End  note.)  Singapore's  approach  has 
been  to  make  contributions  that  are  both  meaningful  and 
sustainable  given  the  country's  small  size,  Chua  said.  She 
briefly  reviewed  Singapore's  participation  in  Afghanistan, 
including  its  deployment  of  a 17-person  weapon-locating  radar 
team  and  a 20-person  medical  team.  Chua  said  that  Singapore 
remains  ready  to  deploy  unmanned  aerial  vehicles  and  a 
refueling  tanker  to  Afghanistan. 
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